
















































































































































































































Esteemed Council Members and Dearest Citizens of Van Wert County, 

I write this letter as a former resident of Convoy, OH and as someone who has family, friends, former 
teachers, and former co-workers in the area. The facts, considerations, and notes I include in this letter 
are based not just on the sources I provide, but the knowledge I have gained in my Master of Science in 
Environmental Studies at Ohio University and my certificate in Appalachian Health, which focused on the 
health disparities that plague rural regions such as ours. These concerns and recommendations are 
further informed by my research experience with phytoremediation and the abatement of acid mine 
drainage. 

In no way am I strictly against data centers nor development; I have taught Digital Art and Technology at 
Ohio University where we trained our own supercomputer with non-copyrighted material. I understand the 
limitations and opportunities of this software, and understand that long before AI existed, data centers 
were powering our servers. Still, even the greatest proponent of AI would have every right to question how 
a data center would impact their community. One way to conceptualize these impacts is through 
watershed health. 

Over 243,000 people rely on the Auglaize watershed, as it’s shared between Convoy, Liberty, 
Wapakoneta, Lima, Spencerville, Delphos, Ohio City, Monroeville, Paulding, Continental and, of course, 
Van Wert (Ohio Watershed Data, 2021). Rain in Monroeville and Paulding recharges the wells  in Convoy. 
Likewise, pollution in Liberty impacts water quality in the Van Wert reservoir. Throughout any given year, a 
water system will experience low and high flow events. In a low flow period, when the depth of water is 
lessened, ephemeral ponds dry up, pollution becomes more concentrated, and waterbodies become 
warmer (Satzinger & Bachmann, 2025). While fluctuations are normal, external pressures can exasperate 
these effects and result in reduced ecosystem services, thereby negatively impacting human health 
(USDA, 2002).  

Watershed health is determined according to its safety for human and animal consumption as well as its 
ability to support aquatic life. The Auglaize watershed scored a C- for these factors in 2018 (University of 
Maryland Center for Environmental Science, 2018). If we zoom in more, and look at our subwatersheds, 
all subwatersheds in Van Wert County are impaired. Van Wert’s Lower Town Creek is impaired due to the 
presence of E. coli and polychlorinated biphenyls. As a result, our local water has not been able to support 
recreational use nor fish for human consumption since 2018 and, eight years since first detection, there is 
still no plan in place to address it (Environmental Protection Agency, 2026).   

There seems to be a misconception that a closed loop system means no water is lost. The term closed 
loop refers to the primary cooling loop, where water is used for cooling on one end and left to cool on the 
other. These systems are not leak-free, but they do use approximately 50-70% less water than traditional 
water-cooling systems by using enclosed systems, where water is not exposed to air (World Economic 
Forum, 2024). So, if the initial filling is 5,500 gallons, and a non-closed loop system would need to 
replenish that daily, we can calculate that the data center would need 2,500-1,650 gallons of water a day 
(Van Wert Ohio Data Center, 2026). Since this water will not be drawn from municipal supplies or wells, it 
must be coming directly from our surface water. Surface water supplies groundwater, so claiming that 
this data center will not draw from wells or municipal supplies, while technically true, is misleading. This 
will impact the available water in residents’ wells, as the data center will take the water before it has a 
chance to infiltrate our soil. In a comprehensive study on global industry attitudes, it was found that 
approximately 53% of data center operators do not track their water usage (Uptime, 2025).   

In order to maintain efficiency and remove toxic sludge, closed loop systems require operators to ‘bleed 
the lines’, which includes the dispelling of forever chemicals known as PFAS (Environmental and Energy 



Study Institute, 2026). PFAS are the class of chemicals that DuPont knowingly poisoned the Ohio river 
with from the 1950s to 2013, whose intentional concealment of the health impacts were only discovered 
because a farmer in West Virginia noticed his cattle were dying (Ohio Attorney General, 2018). These 
chemicals are known carcinogens, decrease fertility in women, lead to developmental delays in children, 
suppress the immune system, and increase cholesterol levels (EPA, 2026). Traditional drinking water 
treatment technologies are not able to remove PFAS, meaning specialized systems must be implemented 
in order to remove them from our drinking water (EPA, 2026). As is, federal regulation requires public 
water systems to complete initial monitoring and begin ongoing compliance monitoring by 2027. These 
systems will not be required to reduce PFAS levels until 2029 (Environmental Protection Agency, 2026).   

With this in mind, we must consider who will pay for these specialized systems. Before allotments are 
made, the council must be proactive and implement such systems. Otherwise, we will be knowingly 
exposing our community members to PFAS. As is, the Ohio EPA has drafted a General Permit 
Authorization for Discharges from Data Center Facilities that would loosen regulations on water discharge 
(Ohio EPA, 2026). This permit recognizes that, in granting this permit, our water quality would suffer. So, if 
we choose to have the data center shoulder its own burdens of pollution, then we must draft local law in 
accordance.   

The creation of electricity requires water as well, with natural gas power plants consuming 2,800 gallons 
per MWh (US Energy Information Administration, 2023). With the data center projected to use 500 MWh, 
that’s 1,400,000 gallons of water an hour (Van Wert Data Center, 2026). If this electricity is generated in 
Van Wert, OH, that will reduce the available surface water and thereby our groundwater supply. If this 
electricity is produced elsewhere, then we become responsible for the impacts on that area’s water 
supply.   

The capacity of Van Wert, OH’s reservoir is 1.01 billion gallons and, in a drought, could provide Van Wert 
City with water for 15-16 months. The refill of this reservoir depends on local stream flow, with the creek 
being able to provide between 180 million to 1.26 billion gallons of water in a calendar year (City of Van 
Wert, 2023). While data on the precise withdrawal from just the reservoir is not publicly available, the 
annual public surface water withdrawal in Van Wert County, OH is 1.002 billion gallons. With the reservoir 
capacity, county surface water use, predicted drought usage in mind, and the very real possibility of the 
local stream only providing 180 million gallons of water in a year, it becomes clear that, contrary to the 
council’s claim, there isn’t an explicit excess of water in the Van Wert county reservoir. 

In fact, in August of 2025, Ohio saw less than a tenth of an inch of rain with Van Wert being in extreme 
drought in early October (Ohio’s Country Journal, 2025). Ohio is infamous for its drastic weather changes, 
and any drought followed by a heavy downpour will result in increased runoff, reducing the recharge of 
groundwater despite precipitation. In Van Wert County, 124 farmers have formally committed to 
addressing these concerns and to improving the health of our watershed, through the implementation of 
the Best Management Practices under the H2Ohio program (Van Wert Soil & Water Conservation District). 
Yet, the council appears to not take this community’s concerns about the watershed seriously, as though 
these are a select few voices that can be ignored. 

It my sincerest hope that this failure to take the community’s concerns seriously is out of ignorance, rather 
than maliciousness. The residents of Van Wert elected each of you in good faith, so I implore you to 
consider a moratorium until full transparency can be provided and proper environmental and public health 
impact assessments are done. 

In honor of the farmland I grew up in, 
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