MINUTES OF THE

VAN WERT CITY COUNCIL
June 10, 2024

Council President Thad Eikenbary called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Bill Watson with Pentecostal Way Church gave the invocation.

On call of the roll: Kallas, Bowers, Agler, Dettrow, Moore and Marshall were present.

Agler made a motion to dismiss Ringwald from the meeting. Marshall seconded; all concurred.
Dettrow made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Agler seconded; all concurred.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

MAYOR: The mayor shared that the committee that handles requests for enterprise zones met.

The committee approved a request for Alliance Automation similar to one done three years ago.
Brent Stevens was introduced to explain further details on another item that will require council
approval. '

Stevens stated on June 3, Alliance Automation submitted an application to request a tax
abatement for a 70,000 square foot addition to it’s existing building in Vision park that will add
100 new jobs. It will be recommended to the commissioners and superintendent of Van Wert to
approve, as it will have to be requested to them as well. Mr. Stevens also said this is exciting for
Van Wert because the company was actually looking to expand in Indiana or Michigan instead of
this addition. He alluded to the fact that their request from three years ago Alliance Automation
set a goal of bringing 50 jobs and greatly surpassed that; he is anticipating a similar result with
this request as well.

Stevens also mentions 2.94 acres were sold on the Northwest corner of Vision Park, corner of
Production Drive and John Brown Rd., to Highway 30 Truck Wash. He is suggesting a resolution
be prepared for transfer of property to the CIC. CIC will then sell the land to the truck wash.
Right now the only truck washes are in Fort Wayne or Beaverdam with long wait times.

Stevens shares the spec building located out in vision park sold to a company that will add
approximately 60 jobs starting production in June/July of 2025.

Lastly, Stevens reminds council members of an email he sent them in regards to July 17th jobs
Ohio Site Certifications that they will make a presentation from 2:30-4:30 and asked all
stakeholders in economic development to be present, so Stevens invited council members to that.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Fleming thanks all departments involved for a successful
Peony weekend.



PROPERTIES AND EQUIPMENT: Mr. Agler wants a meeting with Properties & Equipment
to run an idea past the council on the police department. A council of the whole meeting was
scheduled for 6:00 on June 24th before the next regular council meeting. Police Chief is being
requested to be present.

PARKS AND RECREATION: Mr. Dettrow reiterated thanks to all departments involved in
Peony weekend and streets looked great and clean for the busy weekend.

He also states he will be absent for the next 2 meetings to stay transparent with council and
public. The absence entails traveling to Washington D.C. to receive an award and study the
constitution to further his education as part of his full time job as a teacher.

HEALTH, SERVICE AND SAFETY: Asks for updates on blighted properties.

Law Director reports on blighted properties. Blighted Property #1 is set for a trial the first week
after labor day. Blighted Property #3 had a complaint filed, a court hearing took place where a
request was made to make an adjustment to the complaint. That will be adjusted and then refiled;
anticipated to be heard next month. Blighted Property #5, owner has been contacted and has been
in open communication; more communication is needed to see what action needs to be taken.
Blighted Property #6 was stalled, but as of May production has resumed; that owner is also a
frequent communicator. Blighted Property #8 had a court hearing in which the owner appeared
without council; court granted extra time to the owner to file proper paperwork. Blighted
Property #11, land bank is involved again. Blighted Property #13, no update. Blighted property
was defined for the public as an abandoned property that is either delapidated or has no working
utilities ran to it where the city takes initiative to work with property owners to get the houses
functional or knocked down.

Mr. Agler wants action taken on old Flea Market/Variety Shop where the roof is caving in.
Markward stated there are big pushes being made on these types of commercial buildings in the
community.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: No report.

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL and PUBLIC:

Kallas is proposing to let public vote on marijuana issue, but there needs to be research by law
director to see if it can even be put on ballot by council and timing requirements.

Bowers shares research from places in Michigan and reports that Michigan Law Enforcement
states recreational use increased crime rates in the state, but then adding the recreational
dispensary increased this even more. In the school, there were many cases that were drug related.
In southwest Michigan, there were similar numbers reported.

Law Director elaborates how to obtain licensure for a dispensary and general state laws around
where a dispensary can be located.



prescription drugs or guns in the sense that we have to be responsible in terms of our jobs and
our children. They cannot just be laid out for any person or child to access it.

Agler expresses concern of local growers selling on the streets to minors.

Brad Custis, Maxine Ln. Van Wert, asking council to lead, meaning council won’t just “do
nothing” because “that means yes”, two, asking for leadership to show that if you’re for
medicinal dispensaries to speak out on why you are advocating for it.

Kenny Armstrong, Delphos, OH, against drugs of any kind and takes no drugs for personal
medical conditions. This is the future of our youth we are planning for who are susceptible to
making mistakes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Swimming Pool; public canceled meeting scheduled due to health issues.

NEW BUSINESS: None

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:

Second Reading Advisory for Number: 24-05-028; A RESOLUTION RESCINDING
RESOLUTION 17-07-045 TO ALLOW THE ISSUANCE AND PROCESSING OF ANY
PERMITS OR CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY ALLOWING THE CULTIVATION,
PROCESSING OR RETAIL DISPENSING OF MARIJUANA FOR MEDICAL
PURPOSES WITHIN THE CITY OF VAN WERT. Kallas, Agler, Dettrow, Moore, and
Marshall voted yes. Bowers voted no.

Second Reading Advisory for ORDINANCE Number: 24-05-029; AN ORDINANCE TO
ADD A NEW PERMITTED USE ALLOWING THE PLACEMENT OF MARIJUANA
DISPENSARIES IN THE CITY OF VAN WERT OHIO, TO CHAPTER 150 SECTION
150.15 (F)(1) PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES B-3 HIGHWAY AND
GENERAL BUSINESS OF THE VAN WERT CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES. Kallas,
Agler, Dettrow, Moore, and Marshall voted yes. Bowers voted no.

Agler made a motion to prepare an ordinance to allow the safety director to advertise, bid
and award contracts for the East Main Street watermain replacement project, declaring an
emergency. Kallas seconded; all concurred.

Agler made a motion to introduce ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-031. Kallas seconded; all
concurred.

Agler made a motion to suspend statutory rules for ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-031.
Kallas seconded; all concurred.

Agler made a motion to pass, as an emergency, ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-031; AN
ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO



ADVERTISE, BID AND AWARD CONTRACTS FOR THE EAST MAIN STREET
WATERMAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Moore seconded; all concurred. Ordinance passed.

Agler made a motion to prepare an ordinance to authorize the mayor to sign a deed
conveying 2.94 acres of ground commonly known as subdivision 458-11 in the City of Van
Wert to the CIC. Kallas seconded; all concurred.

Agler made a motion to introduce ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-033. Kallas seconded; all
concurred.

Agler made a motion to suspend statutory rules for ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-033.
Kallas seconded; all concurred.

Agler made a motion to pass, as an emergency, ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-033; AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A QUIT CLAIM DEED
CONVEYING 2.94 ACRES OF GROUND COMMONLY KNOWN AS SUBDIVISION
458-11 IN THE CITY OF VAN WERT TO THE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VAN WERT AND VAN WERT COUNTY OHIO
(CIC) AND DECLARING THE SAME AS AN EMERGENCY. Kallas seconded; all
concurred. Ordinance passed.

Kallas made a motion to introduce ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-032. Agler seconded; all
concurred. _

Kallas made a motion to suspend statutory rules for ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-032.
Agler seconded; all concurred.

Kallas made a motion to pass, as an emergency, ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-032; AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY AUDITOR TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT
WITH RED TREE INVESTMENTS TO ADVISE THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE IN
INVESTING CITY FUNDS FOR THE CITY OF VAN WERT, OHIO AND DECLARING
THE SAME AS AN EMERGENCY. Moore seconded; all concurred. Ordinance passed.

Kallas made a motion to introduce ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-034. Agler seconded; all
concurred.

Kallas made a motion to suspend statutory rules for ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-034.
Agler seconded; all concurred.

Kallas made a motion to pass, as an emergency, ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-034; AN
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF VAN
WERT TO CONSENT TO ENTER INTO A RENEWAL OF ENTERPRISE ZONE
AGREEMENT WITH ALLIANCE AUTOMATION LLC/ ALLIANCE PROPERTY
GROUP, LLC/ ALLIANCE CAPITAL HOLDINGS, LLC, AND TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY. Agler seconded; all concurred. Ordinance passed.

Bowers made a motion to introduce ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-035. Agler seconded; all
concurred.

First Reading Advisory for ORDINANCE Number: 24-06-035; AN ORDINANCE TO
AMEND CHAPTER 150: ZONING BY ADDING CHAPTER 150.03 DEFINITIONS AND



CHAPTER 150.15 PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES OF THE VAN WERT
CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES.

Kallas made a motion to adjourn at 8:06 p.m. Agler seconded; all concurred.
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